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Student  Entrepreneurship Scheme for
the Univers i t ies,  Col leges and

Polytechnics in  Kera la

I ntrod u ctio n
Over a Iakh of  s tudents  in  both engineer ing and non-engineer ing s tudents
graduate every year  in  Kera la .  There are a s ign i f icant  number  of  s tudents
who have va iuable ent repreneur ia l  ideas which do not  germinate and
grow to  complet ion,  for  want  o f  the necessary env i ronment  and suppor t .
A l lowjng s tudents  both engineer ing and non-engineer ing,  to  s tar t  work ing
on innovat ive ideas even whi le  in  un ivers i t ies ,  co l leges and poly technjcs,
could contribute siqnificantly to the growth a robust entrepreneurial eco
system in  the s ta te.  Government  o f  Kera la  recognises that  i t  is
imperat ive for  growth of  Kera la  to  suppor t  home grown companies
through a spec i f ic  incent ive for  s tudent  s tar t  up companies,

Technolooy Business lncubators  (TBl )

Depar tment  o f  Sc ience and Technology has set  up many Technology
Business Incubators  (TBl )  and Science and Technology Parks across the
country  in  premier  academic inst i tu t ions to  nur ture ent repreneurs in
var ied knowledge and technology domains.

lncubators are a capital efficient method for stimulating technology
innovat ion and job creat ion,  echnology bus iness incubators  are an
effective tool for technology transfer, Innovation, generating skill-based
jobs and for  loca l  economjc development .  Incubators  are a cr i t ica i
component of the entrepreneurial support infrastructure that have proven
themselves to be significant generators of new jobs

Business incubators are pTograms d€lsigned to accelerate the successful
de 've lopment  o f  ent repreneur ia l  companies through an ar ray of  bus iness
support resources and services, developed and orchestrated by incubator
management and offered both in the:.incubator and through its network of
contacts .  By focus ing on develop ing.a new generat ion of  ent repreneurs -
most  o f  whom have t ies  to  the loca j  area -  incubators  he lp in  bu i ld ing
companies that  wi l l  c reate jobs and Spark economic growth in  the reg;on
for years to come, Since these pfograms provjde targeted business
assistance to young firms at their earliest stages of development - when
they are most vulnerable - business incubators help support new ventures
and result in a greater than aver:age chance of success for new
entrepreneur ia l  ventures.  ,

l i :  :
TBls a im' l ,exp l ic i t ly  a t  incubat ing enterpr ises wi th  h igh or  advanced
technologyr ; content, A typical :.ifBl provides its clients with a
comprehen'sjve range of services, not only the rental space at an
affordable ir ce but also a full iange:of business and specialized services
aimed at:iri 'tensitying technokjgy utii ization. TBls generally have strict

'  I ' t i l l  ' :  i '



admiss ion and ex i t  c r i ter ia  and the ent repreneur ia l  f l rm is  exoectec l  to
graduate f rom the bus iness jncubator  in  a  s t ipu la ted amount  o f  t ime (3
years)  or  upon meet ing spec i f ic  growth cr i ter ia  ( revenues,  employees) ,
wh ic  hever  is  the ear l ies t .

Under  the Student  Ent repreneursh ip ln i t ia t ive,  three s tages wi l l  be
recoqnised in  the incLbatron process.

Stage 1.  ldeat ion Stage

ldeat ion Stage is  the process of .  generat ing,  exp lor ing,  and evaluat ing new
technology /bus iness ideas that  can g ive the bus iness proposed by the
student  ent repreneur  a  compet i t ive advantage.  The exper t  commit tee
formed for  the evaluat ion of  the ideas should in terv iew each ent renrpnarr r
and analyse the bus iness potent ;a l  and feas ib i l i ty .

Staqe 2.  Teaminq & CompanV format ion

Team Format ion is  the key fo i  an entTepreneur  in  commencing h is  journey
before s tar t ing h is  own company,  The team should ideal lV have a mix  of
co- founder  wi th  complementary  sk i l l  sers .  Having complemenlary  set  o f
experience is very important for a well-rounded team from the inceptjon.
The team has to  reg is ter  i t  as 'pr ivate l imi ted company/  L imi ted L iab i l i ty
Partnership (LLP)/Partnership of any legally recognized entity.

Stage 3, Prototype developed/ Business started

The working model or the prototype of the
developed and this to be certified by the experts
Technology Transfer.

O R

lf it is a business service
should s tar t  the bus iness
9er'reraling Income.

TBls iri Kerala approved by: NSTEDB, Department of Science and
Technoldciv, covt of lndia l

Technology ldea to  be
for  commerc ia l isat ion or

:_l
idea,  the company or  legal ly  recognised ent i ty
operat ion as per  the bus iness p lan and s tar t

Al l i  covernment
Engrneenn9 Lo l |e9es
status i if fechndlogy

: :  i
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1.  Technopa rk  TBl ,  Th i ruvananthapuram
2 NITK- TBl ,  Kozhikode
3. lTlH TBI (Start-up Village), Kochi
4.  Col lege o i  Engineer ing TBl ,  Th i ruvananthapuram
5.  Ami i tha TBl ,  Kol lam
6. Cerjtral Institute for Fisheries Technology TBl, Kochi
7.  NRI  TBl ,  Kol lam,  Kochi  & Kozhikode

I  l _ r l '

Engine-er ing Col leges and Government  A ided
in th'd -state will be encouraged to apply for the

Business lnc0bators (TBl) with Department of
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Science & Technology,  Government  o f  Ind la  and to  obta in  the same
6 months.

New TBls  proposed to  DsT,  Gol ,  for  approval  and under
considerat ion l

3

w i th  ln

1 Proposed Nat ional  Centre of  Excel lence for  Ent repreneurshrp to  be
jo in t ly  set  up by Government  o f  Kera la  and Confederat ion of  Ind ian
Indust r ies (Cl l ) .

2  Pushpagi r i  -  [4edica lTBl ,  Th i ruva l la
3 care-Kera lam -  Ayurveda TBl ,  chalakudy,  Tr issur

Select ion Process of  Students

1.  Each Col iege/Poly technics wi l l  have to  des ignate a Facul ty  Member
as ar r  Ent repreneursh ip Coord inator  f rom among the facu i ty  o f  that
co l lege/poly technic ,wi th in  15 days .

2 .  Each Univers i ty  shal l  ass ign a facu l ty  member as an
EntrepreneJrsh ip Coord ina lor  for  Lhe Univers i ty ,  w i th in  15 days of
th is  order .

3 .  The Addl t ional  Di rector .  in  charge of  Superv isory  Development
Centre,  Kalamaserry  wi l l  be des ignated as the Entrepreneursh ip
Coord inat  r  for  the Poly technics.

4.  The s tudent  Ent repreneur  wi l l  have to  apply  to  the one of  the
foJlowing TB ls

"  1 .  Technopark TBl ,  Th i ruvananthapuram
;. .2 . .N|TK-  TBl ,  Kozhikode-  

3 .  I I IH TBI  {5Lar t -up V; i lage) ,  Kochi
: 1 .

Gth. i  recommendat ion by the Entrepreneurship coordinator  of  the
c[ l lege and submit  h is business/ technology concept for  evaluat ion.
'.i.

'5 .  Eer ths f i rs i  one year (upto 31' t  N4arch 2014),  TBl ,  Technopark wi l l  be
t 'he ! , iodal  TBI who wi l l  provide the guidance to other TBls and
stq de,.nts.

6. The TPI l is ted above shal l  e i ther adopt the student for  assistance or
r€ jer . tne student who approaches them ei ther to another sui table
TPI a j lgr  assessing the rdquirements of  the student and matching
the san're wi th the ski l ls  in a TBl .

z.  ibb ibt  wi l l  provic ie assistance to the student entrepreneur in the
pr 'epaipt ion of-  business .p lans including introducing the student
entrepfeneur to mentors/co"sul tants to help them prepare the plan.

8. An expert commlttee attached to the TBI should then review the
businei i i  p lahs/  Product  ldea submit ted by the student
en.trepieneur. "This expert committee consists of a minimum of 5
membprs incl \ rd ing technical /domain expeft ,  a f inance expert ,  an
infrastructure evper l ,  a mar(et ing expert  and business expert .  The
entrepreneur is  inv iLed ro g ive a presentat ion to the expert
commit tee for  a thorough review of  the business plan.  l f  there are
gqcs" in the business proposal ,  the commit tee ask the student group



centre should prov ide a i l  the necessary ass is tance in  rnak ing the
business p lan foo l  proof .  Once the commjt tee approve;  the
admiss ion of  the enLrepreneur ,  the enterpr ise wj l l  be prov jded wi th
a l l  !n f rast ructure fac i l i t jes  to  s tar t  operat ions wi thout  de lav and he
wi l l  be connected to  any of  the DST Approved Incubators  basec l  on
the a"ed of  ooerat ion of  the company.

The exper t  commit tee conducts  annual ,  ha l f  year ly  and quar ter ly  revrews
by evaluat ing the progress of  the s tuc lent  ent repTeneur  on var ious areas
and adequate correct ive measure are adv ised to  overcome the shor t  fa l ls .

To encourage ent repreneursh ip among the s tudents  in  Ke! -a la ,
bovernment  have announced a-- lz indmark Student  Ent repreneursh ip
In i t ia t ive.  The pol icy  prov ides for  20% at tendance re laxat ion and 4% orace
marks in  i lcademic coursegfor  s tudents  who pursue ent repreneursh i I  and
innovat io ' t  du r ing the i r  s tud ies. .

Distribution of crace Marks and Attendance

Dutv Leave

Duty Leave wi l l  be g jven to .s tudent  ent repreneur  who has taken pr ior
permission from the Head of Institution to attend EACS/ Seminars/
Workshop/  Compet i t ions,  in-house t ra in ing by TBls ,  Techno Business
training progra mme etc.

to  facu l ty  a lso i f  they are accompanying the
the.  mentor  or  gu ide.

Per formance Reviews : :

Th is  shal l  be a pp l ica b le
studeift/ student teams as

r
Gra!:}4aIkrlrdilterd3+ge ,.,

Gfacdmarks and attendance will be provided by the University to Student
Entrepreneurs who are incubated in TBls approved by t'he National
Scieni? and Technology Entrepreneurship Oevetofiment Board,
Depar tment  o f  Sc ience and Technology,  Govt .  o f  Ind ia  based on rne
fo l lowjng broad guide l ines.  Accord ing ly  J  s tudent  ent repreneur  1or  groupl
wi l l  be ra ted at  d i f ferent  s tages,

st .
No

Stages Grace Marks Attendance
(Max 20%)

t I Marks (Max 4ok)
1 - ldeat ion 

Stage r./" 5 . O O %

2 Teaming & Company format ion lYo 5.00%

Prototype (Working Model) for
Technology based firms *

2./. to%



OR
3 B

Technology based firms x

Business Services of  Service
based f i rms *

20/o 70yo

* The student company (Arts/ Science/ Business School/
Enginee.ring College/ Polytechnic) should have made a working
modet (proto type)which is commercially viable (for technotogil
based companies) and has started generiting sufficient cash flow
towards attaining self-sustainability and haie a sound workable
business plan validated by a DST approved Incubator (for Service
based companies)

1.  For  s tudents  to  be e l ig ib le  to  rece ive the spec ia l  a t tendance under  the
Student Ehtrepreneurship Scheme, thei should have secuTed a
min imum of  75% at tendance inc lud ing the spec ia i  a t tendance for
which the s tudent  is  e l ig ib le  under  the scheme.

2.  Students  shal l  not  be a l lowed to  avai l  th is  spec ia l  a t tendance to  sk ip
any of the -exa minations fixed by+he collegei unjversity/Directorate of
Technica l  Educat ion as a pp l ica b le .

3 .  Each univers i ty  should have a mechanism to consol idate and
recommend award of marks / attendance based on the letters from the
TBls.

: I  l
4. Stui lents should be encouraged to part ic jpate in nat ional ly  reputed

idea competitions / business plan contexts / entrepreneurship semlnars
etc:  to gain maximum exposure.  Duty leave may be given for  th ispurpose. Students who win prizes at unjversity / siate /-national level
ideA. compet i t ions /  busjness plan contexts may also be gjven up to 2%
grace marks in the semester in which pr ice was won. the l is t  of  Tgl
appfpved compet i t ions may be maintained by the Univers j t ies for  th js
fyl,?9r" u,ld may be uptoaded in the University websjte within 15 days
o l  tn ts  o rder_
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